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Teaching Social Studies

Inquiry Strand
The North Carolina Essential Standards for Social Studies are built on an Inquiry 

approach. All Social Studies instruction is built around leading students to ask good 

questions, seek information that helps them answer those questions, and make 

age-appropriate evaluations of various answers and claims from multiple perspectives.  

This development of critical thinking skills is accomplished through the Inquiry Strand. 

The Inquiry Strand is a content-neutral strand that focuses on the skills necessary for 

students to improve their critical thinking. The Inquiry Strand comes first in the 

standards document because the skills outlined can and should be applied within all 

content in the course. The content strands are arranged alphabetically, and each 

represents a different social studies lens through which students should access the 

content.

Essential Standards
The North Carolina Department of Public Instruction (NCDPI) maintains the North 
Carolina Essential Standards for the Core Social Studies courses. In addition, the 
NCDPI has developed an unpacking document for each course and a glossary for all 
Social Studies courses. These documents may be found in the table below:

Essential Standards Unpacking Document

Sixth Grade Sixth Grade

Seventh Grade Seventh Grade

Eighth Grade Eighth Grade

K-12 Social Studies Glossary

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aewW6t2iuJF34Bfquil_PCC0wa4b-DH-/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17-KdnG0A7GNquRxi4TbTDtwCpEN1QD2m/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1alIQjfO-HB4a9gOA8Mz4dbIcY4uriooB/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/178kNTi4r4kKOSlqI04trLSnfM3_XddrX/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1am_7MqgOMGCyBycKq5Fvmvvqb0p43Obz/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17GM8MzGOAz_mGTPxpFS1c2LRnmCDRexa/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/121Fp0yVC7qskTy4vjwuFW7S6BJfCk4E6/view?usp=sharing


How To Use This Guide
This guide is designed to contain everything you need to successfully 
teach Social Studies in Cumberland County Schools. Additional details to 
support your instruction can be found in the CCS Instructional 
Framework.  This guide provides a Pacing, with standards and timing for 
each Unit of Study. Within the detailed view of each Unit of Study  can be 
found the text of the required state Learning Objectives, Inquiry-based I 
Can statements, a Recommended Instructional Plan, Suggested Topics 
for the unit, and, in many cases, additional resources.

Pacing
The Pacing is organized into WEEKS. It is important to note that a week 
is considered to be the instructional days available between Monday and 
Friday. Should a calendar week include one or more holidays or other 
disruptions, the week still begins on the first instructional day and ends 
on the last instructional day of that calendar week. Therefore, a “week” 
in the pacing is at most FIVE DAYS, and occasionally as few as THREE, or, 
in the event of inclement weather, perhaps fewer.

Units of Study
The NCDPI has designed our courses to be Social Studies courses with a 
focus on understanding students’ contemporary world. While we use the 
lessons of the past for this purpose, they are not history survey courses. 
As such, topics within each Unit of Study should be chosen to illuminate 
contemporary issues, rather than to provide a full telling of historical 
events. To this end, and to support an Inquiry focus, each week is 
organized around one or more Compelling Question, with student 
activities and teacher lessons suggested or linked for each week.



Teaching Social Studies

Inquiry 6-8

The Inquiry Indicators are meant to be used in concert with the content standards in any strand for 
each grade in the 6-8 grade band. Teachers should be encouraged to use these indicators in every grade 
level.

Because there is no set number of indicators that should be used in any grade level, the intent is that by 
the end of grade 8 students will have been exposed to the skills essential to developing critical thinking 
in social studies. For this to occur, students must be exposed to inquiry indicators in each grade.

Category Indicator

Compelling Questions I.1.1 Construct a compelling question through a disciplinary lens 
individually and with peers.

Supporting Questions I.1.2 Construct supporting questions based upon disciplinary concepts.

Gathering and 
Evaluating Sources

I.1.3 Analyze details, central ideas and inferences from sources using 
discipline-specific strategies.
I.1.4 Assess the credibility of primary and secondary sources using the 
origin, authority, structure, credibility, reliability, and context of the 
sources to guide the selection.

Developing Claims and 
Using Evidence

I.1.5 Identify evidence that draws information from multiple perspectives.
I.1.6 Construct claims and counterclaims using evidence while pointing 
out the strengths and limitations of both based on multiple sources.

Communicating Ideas I.1.7 Construct arguments consisting of multiple claims with evidence 
from sources and attention to disciplinary detail.
I.1.8 Construct responses to supporting and opposing perspectives 
supported by evidence.
I.1.9 Determine the credibility of disciplinary arguments of peers.

Taking Informed Action I.1.10 Identify challenges and opportunities created in addressing local, 
state, tribal, regional, national, and/or global issues.
I.1.11 Use a range of civic approaches to address problems being 
investigated.

The Inquiry Strand for grades 6-8. While students will show varying degrees of 
sophistication, the expectation is that every skill is practiced at every grade level.



How To Use This Guide

Learning Plans

Student learning in Social Studies is organized around Learning Plans. 

Learning Plans are intended to be Inquiry-driven, student-facing 

documents that can be provided to students in any learning environment. 

They are intended to be digital documents, distributed, collected, and 

graded through Canvas. Successful completion of a Learning Plan 

demonstrates mastery of the standards indicated for the Learning Plan 

and can be tracked as evidence of student learning. They are not intended 

to be the sole source of instruction during the week or unit, but rather 

serve as a skeletal framework around which all the lessons can be built. 

Two links are provided for each Learning Plan: a Teacher Edition, which 

includes comments to support the use of the Plan, and a Student Edition 

which does not contain these comments. The Student Edition link is 

usually a “force copy” link which will create a copy on the user’s Google 

Drive.

Assessment

Assessment under this curriculum is through Learning Plan completion, 

especially the activity/activities under the final section, “Answering the 

Compelling Question.” Multiple choice assessments have limited 

applicability under the 2021 NCES for Social Studies.
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Pacing Outline

Unit of Study Standards Weeks

Unit 0: Geography of North 
Carolina and the United States & 
Inquiry 101

8.B.1.1, 8.B.1.2
8.E.1.2
8.G.1.1, 8.G.1.2, 8.G.1.3
8.G.1.5

1-2 
(2 weeks)

Unit 1:  Colonization & 
Settlement

8.B.1.1, 8.B.1.2
8.C&G.1.4, 8.C&G.1.5
8.E.1.3
8.G.1.1, 8.G.1.2, 8.G.1.4, 
8.G.1.5
8.H.1.3

3-5 
(3 weeks)

Unit 2:  Revolution & the New 
Nation

8.B.1.2
8.C&G.1.1, 8.C&G.1.2, 
8.C&G.1.5
8.E.1.3, 8.E.1.4
8.H.1.2
8.H.2.2, 8.H.2.3

6-8
(3 weeks)

First Quarter Pacing

#
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Pacing Outline

Unit of Study Standards Weeks

Unit 3:  Expansion & Reform 8.C&G.1.5
8.C&G.2.1, 8.C&G.2.2
8.E.1.1, 8.E.1.2, 8.E.1.4
8.G.1.1, 8.G.1.2, 8.G.1.4, 
8.G.1.5
8.H.1.3
8.H.2.3

9-12
(4 weeks)

Unit 4: Civil War & 
Reconstruction

8.B.1.1, 8.B.1.2
8.C&G.1.2, 8.C&G.1.3, 
8.C&G.1.5
8.C&G.2.1, 8.C&G.2.2
8.E.1.1, 8.E.1.2, 8.E.1.3
8.G.1.2, 8.G.1.3
8.H.1.1, 8.H.1.2, 8.H.1.3
8.H.2.2, 8.H.2.3

13-16
(4 weeks)

Second Quarter Pacing

#
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Pacing Outline

Unit of Study Standards Weeks

Unit 5: Industrialization & 
Immigration

8.B.1.1, 8.B.1.2
8.C&G.2.2
8.E.1.1, 8.E.1.2, 8.E.1.3
8.G.1.2, 8.G.1.3, 8.G.1.5
8.H.1.2, 8.H.1.4
8.H.2.1, 8.H.2.2, 8.H.2.3

17-18
(2 weeks)

Unit 6: World War I and the 
Great Depression

8.B.1.1, 8.B.1.2
8.C&G.1.2, 8.C&G.1.3, 8.C&G.1.4, 
8.C&G.1.5
8.C&G.2.1, 8.C&G.2.2
8.E.1.1, 8.E.1.2, 8.E.1.3, 8.E.1.4
8.G.1.2, 8.G.1.4
8.H.1.1, 8.H.1.2, 8.H.1.3, 8.H.1.4
8.H.2.1, 8.H.2.2, 8.H.2.3

19-20
(2 weeks)

Unit 7: World War II 8.B.1.1
8.C&G.1.2, 8.C&G.1.3, 8.C&G.1.5
8.E.1.2, 8.E.1.3, 8.E.1.4
8.G.1.2, 8.G.1.4
8.H.1.1, 8.H.1.2
8.H.2.1, 8.H.2.2, 8.H.2.3

21-23 
(3 weeks)

Unit 8: Cold War 8.B.1.1
8.C&G.1.2, 8.C&G.1.3, 8.C&G.1.4, 
8.C&G.1.5
8.C&G.2.1, 8.C&G.2.2
8.E.1.1, 8.E.1.2, 8.E.1.4
8.G.1.2
8.H.1.1, 8.H.1.2
8.H.2.1, 8.H.2.2, 8.H.2.3

24-26
(3 weeks)

Third Quarter Pacing

#
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Pacing Outline

Unit of Study Standards Weeks

Unit 9: Civil Rights 8.B.1.1, 8.B.1.2
8.C&G.1.1, 8.C&G.1.3, 
8.C&G.1.5
8.C&G.2,1, 8.C&G.2.2
8.G.1.3
8.H.1.1, 8.H.1.2, 8.H.1.3, 
8.H.1.4
8.H.2.2, 8.H.2.3

27-29
(3 weeks)

Unit 10: Contemporary America 8.B.1.1, 8.B.1.2
8.C&G.1.3
8.E.1.1, 8.E.1.2, 8.E.1.4
8.G.1.2
8.H.1.1, 8.H.1.4
8.H.2.1, 8.H.2.2, 8.H.2.3

30-32
(3 weeks)

Year-end Assessment 33-35
(3 weeks)

Additional Resources

Fourth Quarter Pacing

#


NCES Objectives:
8.B.1.1 Determine how the relationship between different regional, social, 

ethnic, and racial groups have contributed to the development of 
North Carolina and the nation.

8.B.1.2 Explain how cultural values, practices and the interactions of 
various indigenous, religious, and racial groups have influenced 
the development of North Carolina and the nation.

8.E.1.2 Explain how industry and trade impact the economy and people of 
North Carolina and the nation.

8.G.1.1 Summarize the human and physical characteristics of North 
Carolina and the nation.

8.G.1.2 Explain how location, resources, and human geography have 
influenced the development of North Carolina and the nation.

8.G.1.3 Explain how location and human geography have presented 
opportunities and challenges for the movement of people, goods, 
and ideas in North Carolina and the nation.

8.G.1.5 Explain how geographic expansion has impacted the 
development of North Carolina and the nation.

Unit 0: Geography of North Carolina and the United 
States & Inquiry 101

Weeks 1-2 (2 weeks)



Week 1: Is Social Studies Important?

Student Activities:
SHEG “Lunchroom Fight”
Learning Plan 8.0 (Teacher Edition)

Teacher Resources:
● Ice-breaker and community 

building activities
● Code of Conduct
● Canvas orientation
● EVERFI registration for“Future 

Smart” and “306: Continuing the 
Story”

● Nearpod SEL Lessons 

Week 2: What makes North Carolina unique?
SQ: 
● What are some human and physical characteristics of North Carolina and the United 

States?
● What are the regions of North Carolina?
● What peoples have influenced the development of North Carolina?

Student Activities: Teacher Resources:
● Primary and Secondary Sources
● Sourcing, Corroboration, and 

Contextualizing
● Evaluating Sources
● Analysis v. Summary
● Source analysis framework  (AP 

PARTS, etc.)
● Content framework (SPICE, 

PERSIA, etc.)
● Geography of NC and the US

Instructional Plan:

Unit 0: Geography of North Carolina and the United 
States & Inquiry 101

Weeks 1-2 (2 weeks)

https://sheg.stanford.edu/history-lessons/lunchroom-fight-i
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17oOoHINdUA8eI60Q2quZf5_gIlbr9uWj6ZAJH9dDbgk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Ul-sfRbu_Pb9E0NrSjWHLfzStYTERrFsLm1VQHMFyGg/edit?usp=sharing
https://nearpod.com/t/sel-moments-612-B18388#
https://sheg.stanford.edu/history-lessons/sourcing-classroom-poster
https://sheg.stanford.edu/history-lessons/corroboration-classroom-poster
https://sheg.stanford.edu/history-lessons/contextualization-classroom-poster
https://sheg.stanford.edu/history-lessons/evaluating-sources


Suggested topics:
● North Carolina Geography and Economy

○ Tidewater
○ Coastal Plains
○ Piedmont
○ Mountains
○ Economic resources for each region (tourism, agricultural products (inc. Christmas trees), etc)

● United States Geography
● Primary and Secondary Sources

○ APPARTS 
○ Bias
○ Perspectives

Resources:
● Engaging Students with Primary Sources

● Analyzing a Written Document Worksheet

● C3teachers.org

● EVERFI registration and training videos

Unit 0: Geography of North Carolina and the United 
States & Inquiry 101

Weeks 1-2 (2 weeks)

I Can Statements:

I can identity the different regions of North Carolina/United States

I can summarize the human and physical characteristics of North 

Carolina and the United States. 

https://historyexplorer.si.edu/sites/default/files/PrimarySources.pdf
https://www.archives.gov/files/education/lessons/worksheets/written_document_analysis_worksheet.pdf
https://c3teachers.org/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1_BZitqUyKfU0ph1ah8-FviOrr-neTOLR9Sm1emrZhtA/edit#slide=id.ge9501e2eee_0_0


Unit 1: Colonization and Settlement
Weeks 3-5 (3 weeks)

NCES Objectives:
8.B.1.1 Determine how the relationship between different regional, social, ethnic, 

and racial groups have contributed to the development of North Carolina and 
the nation.

8.B.1.2 Explain how cultural values, practices and the interactions of various 
indigenous, religious, and racial groups have influenced the development of 
North Carolina and the nation.

8.C&G.1.4 Compare different perspectives on the role of state, national, and tribal 
governments.

8.C&G.1.5 Compare access to democratic rights and freedoms of various 
indigenous, religious, racial, gender, ability and identity groups in North 
Carolina and the nation.

8.E.1.3 Distinguish the role women, indingenious groups, and racial minorities have 
played in contributing to the economic prosperity of North Carolina in terms of 
equity, equality, and mobility.

8.G.1.1 Summarize the human and physical characteristics of North Carolina and 
the nation.

8.G.1.2 Explain how location, resources, and human geography have influenced the 
development of North Carolina and the nation.

8.G.1.4 Explain the reasons for and effects of forced and voluntary migration on 
various groups in North Carolina and the nation.

8.G.1.5 Explain how geographic expansion has impacted the development of North 
Carolina and the nation.

8.H.1.3 Explain how slavery, segregation, voter suppression, reconcentration, and 
other discriminatory practices have been used to suppress and exploit certain 
groups within North Carolina and the nation over time.



Week 3: How did the English and the Wampanoag move from contact to cooperation 
to conflict?

Student Activities:
Learning Plan 8.1 (Teacher Edition)
Rescue of John Smith LIA

Teacher-led Activities:
● English and Wampanoag C3 Inquiry

Week 4: Why did people from Europe and Africa come to North Carolina?
Supporting Questions:
● What were the main motivations for colonization?
● Why did European nations  feel entitled to the materials/resources in North Carolina 

and the Americas?
● How did the agricultural knowledge of African men and women influence the 

development of the colonies and North Carolina?

Student Activities: 
SQ8.2b3 Sources
SQ8.2b3 Graphic Organizer

Teacher-led Activities:
● Supporting Question 8.2b3 plan

Week 5:  How did patterns of settlement create our nation?

Student Activities: Teacher-led Activities:
●

Unit 1: Colonization and Settlement
Weeks 3-5 (3 weeks)

Instructional Plan:

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gn49hOSB2JWPSuWXGgStN9-16-YC0UW6EI7UgU4Ytq0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1zDypwIxFYJkFPgQ7vvqr-j3nWD0CAjPcLf0aqrrKsSw/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QVPHQUVrABAGZ5jtrV4R4EpEJCCaeSfv/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/18cutCXClEuzA6yJfeOzycT9_7Qmxdpme38E3wGx-zvI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/12VgAGiAzF64gpQtFx6FVJxm-GM7C6r3mYP8Up1pzAdY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XopOrSjTTuZpqmA60DkxuybhBoT27QyAYcxtRcx1qH4/edit?usp=sharing


Suggested topics:
● Exploration
● Motives for colonization

○ Problems that came with colonization
● Colonization

○ Jamestown
○ Roanoke (Lost Colony)
○ Geography

■ National Regions
● New England
● Middle
● Southern

○ Tidewater
○ Piedmont
○ Mountains

○ Native Americans
○ Trans-Atlantic Slave trade 

■ Influence of African culture
○

Resources:
●

Unit 1: Colonization and Settlement
Weeks 3-5 (3 weeks)

I Can Statements:

I can gather information from primary sources to explain early 
interactions between Native Americans and English colonists.

I can use evidence to make an argument about the reasons for the 
European exploration of North America.

I can draw conclusions about cultural influence using primary 
sources, data, and archaeological evidence.



Unit 2: Revolution and the New Nation
Weeks 6-8 (3 weeks)

NCES Objectives:
8.B.1.2 Explain how cultural values, practices and the interactions of various 

indigenous, religious, and racial groups have influenced the development of 
North Carolina and the nation.

8.C&G.1.1Summarize the democratic ideals outlined in the founding documents of 
the state and national government.
8.C&G.1.2 Compare how decisions of state and local government conform and 
conflict with the democratic ideals of the nation.
8.C&G.1.5 Compare access to democratic rights and freedoms of various 

indigenous, religious, racial, gender, ability and identity groups in North 
Carolina and the nation.

8.E.1.3 Distinguish the role women, indingenious groups, and racial minorities have 
played in contributing to the economic prosperity of North Carolina in terms of 
equity, equality, and mobility.

8.E.1.4 Exemplify ways personal financial decision making influences the economy.
8.H.1.2 Summarize how debate, negotiation, compromise, and cooperation have 

been used in the history of North Carolina and the nation.
8.H.2.2 Explain the influences of individuals and groups during times of innovation 

and change in North Carolina and the nation.
8.H.2.3 Explain how the experiences and achievements of women, minorities, 

indigenous, and marginalized groups have contributed to the development of 
North Carolina and the nation over time.



Week 6: Was the American Revolution avoidable?

Student Activities:
Learning Plan 8.2 (Teacher Edition)
Declaration of Independence LIA

Teacher-led Activities:
● American Revolution C3 Inquiry

Week 7: Is compromise always fair?
Supporting questions:
● What were the issues in establishing the new government?
● What group(s) had voice in the early US and North Carolina governments?
● How did the rights and freedoms granted to people of color differ between Northern 

and Southern states?

Student Activities: 
SQ8.3b2 Sources
SQ8.3b2 Graphic Organizer
SQ8.3b2 CCSGO

Teacher-led Activities:
● Great Compromise C3 Inquiry
● SQ8.3b2 Teacher Instructions
● Identify democratic ideals within 

the Declaration and Constitution

Week 8: How do tensions between freedom and authority shape American history?

Student Activities: Teacher-led Activities:
●

Unit 2: Revolution and the New Nation
Weeks 6-8 (3 weeks)

Instructional Plan:

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1f37lVE8l44HgZ4fALkvK5KP7Tf1EWpYTB5fjhLdUWa0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/13vFn-stMKL0f2657JypkxuBL738I0tf3TW-EzFvhRkY/edit
https://c3teachers.org/inquiries/american-revolution/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tS2CWtaNyjFgqQqCXpDp1nyDVuBSGRTRDN_ze4nZXT4/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11cwSadTrUS-nLQr8ExokCABi0zfZFbYO/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jeTgvR5EsZ1IL3lz-exnz_qBwCB3yEYAKhbdov_Cgy4/edit?usp=sharing
https://c3teachers.org/inquiries/great-compromise/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10eKWC8J0rXZAvB78FBrebrWPsrdtCQ3XJs-nefeTdKM/edit?usp=sharing


Suggested topics:
● Road to Revolution

○ Taxation without representation 
○ Struggles with war and finances
○ Colonial life

● Native American lifestyle
● Life of a slave
● Declaring Democracy

○ What did the Patriots want?
○ Struggles with establishing democracy
○ Who has a say in government?

● Constitutional Convention

Resources:
●

Unit 2: Revolution and the New Nation
Weeks 6-8 (3 weeks)

I Can Statements:

I can analyze various sources to determine how and at what cost 

conflict can be avoided. 

I can compare the claims of Federalists and Antifederalists to make 

a judgement about their relevance.

I can use evidence from various sources to make an argument 

about the extent to which various groups had access to freedom in 

North Carolina after the Revolutionary War.



Unit 3: Expansion & Reform
Weeks 9-12 (4 weeks)

NCES Objectives:
8.C&G.1.5 Compare access to democratic rights and freedoms of various 

indigenous, religious, racial, gender, ability and identity groups in North 
Carolina and the nation.

8.C&G.2.1 Summarize the strategies and societal reforms used to address 
discrimination and oppression in North Carolina and the nation.

8.C&G.2.2 Assess the effectiveness of reforms in terms of the impact on individuals, 
policies, and institutions in North Carolina and the nation.

8.E.1.1 Explain how economic growth and decline have positively and negatively 
impacted individuals, groups, communities, and businesses in North Carolina 
and the nation.

8.E.1.2 Explain how industry and trade impact the economy and people of North 
Carolina and the nation.

8.E.1.4 Exemplify ways personal financial decision making influences the economy.
8.G.1.1 Summarize the human and physical characteristics of North Carolina and 

the nation.
8.G.1.2 Explain how location, resources, and human geography have influenced the 

development of North Carolina and the nation.
8.G.1.4 Explain the reasons for and effects of forced and voluntary migration on 

various groups in North Carolina and the nation.
8.G.1.5 Explain how geographic expansion has impacted the development of North 

Carolina and the nation.
8.H.1.3 Explain how slavery, segregation, voter suppression, reconcentration, and 

other discriminatory practices have been used to suppress and exploit certain 
groups within North Carolina and the nation over time.

8.H.2.3 Explain how the experiences and achievements of women, minorities, 
indigenous, and marginalized groups have contributed to the development of 
North Carolina and the nation over time.



Week 9: Was American Expansion justified? 

Student Activities:
Learning Plan 8.3 (Teacher Edition)

Teacher-led Activities:
● LP8.3 is derived from the American 

Expansion C3 Inquiry
● Manifest Destiny Motivations

Week 10: How did reform movements develop before the Civil War?
Supporting Questions:
● How effective were the attempts made by African Americans to resist enslavement?

Student Activities: 
SQ8.4b1 Sources with Questions
SQ8.4b1 Graphic Organizer
SQ8.4b1 Formative Task

Teacher-led Activities:
● SQ4.2a Teacher Instructions

Week 11: How do regional differences shape America?

Student Activities:
MissionUS: A Cheyenne Odyssey

Teacher-led Activities:
● A Museum in New Orleans Tells the 

Story of Jews in the South

Week 12: How do growing differences and tensions lead to the Civil War?

●

Unit 3: Expansion & Reform
Weeks 9-12 (4 weeks)

Instructional Plan:

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VVvhTbiAyd8K_UGVvlZVLjwPF15HsfFGiRkrRjUUTxo/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1f23_cRZ_1yHsOc4XHGsiHOHFFxOGMLph/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1f23_cRZ_1yHsOc4XHGsiHOHFFxOGMLph/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XqH9ONEo66t9ccGoFAsdMDHXtxTqH9DQSq4fHmHJrxM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NYIPxq6Du55O_edvA1FYXiBxQYuulXUtUx41rp54lfE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BVaRB5RpmaZPaZ0GTAudioOPNUeMFvyUq1foRRV95UM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13kgt8-YpYEt_tBXwQYy0-nYI8D4Ud4MpSk5hhIZwkys/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mQKTGyReH9q__XFUjYLzH559fWvgyiTa4p8OFtT8fsk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IRyt54Qn3RjcUwdMI2yd1BRPxPD9GNoI6B-8CQQsFLQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.mission-us.org/games/a-cheyenne-odyssey/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17tqGnKoi1FNyvoOa9u0Rx0h_F7FFZoTk/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17tqGnKoi1FNyvoOa9u0Rx0h_F7FFZoTk/view?usp=sharing


Suggested topics:

● Motivation for expansion 
○ Gold Rush 
○ Homestead Act

● Innovations
○ Telegraph

● Industrial Revolution
○ Transcontinental railroad
○ Textile mills

● War of 1812
● Jacksonian Democracy

○ Manifest Destiny 
○ Laissez Faire
○ Trail of Tears

● Women’s Movement
○ Seneca Falls Convention

● Abolitionism 
● Resistance to Slavery by Enslaved Persons

Resources:

●

Unit 3: Expansion & Reform
Weeks 9-12 (4 weeks)

I Can Statements:

I can evaluate historical evidence to make a judgement about the 

justifications for American expansion. 

I can evaluate historical evidence to make a judgement about the 

success of African American attempts to resist slavery.

https://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=false&doc=31


Unit 4: Civil War & Reconstruction
Weeks 13-16 (4 weeks)

NCES Objectives:
8.B.1.1 Determine how the relationship between different regional, social, ethnic, 

and racial groups have contributed to the development of North Carolina and 
the nation.

8.B.1.2 Explain how cultural values, practices and the interactions of various 
indigenous, religious, and racial groups have influenced the development of 
North Carolina and the nation.

8.C&G.1.1 Summarize the democratic ideals outlined in the founding documents of 
the state and national government.

8.C&G.1.2 Compare how decisions of state and local government conform and 
conflict with the democratic ideals of the nation.

8.C&G.1.3 Critique the policies, laws, and government structures of North Carolina 
and the nation in terms of conforming to or conflicting with American 
democratic ideals.

8.C&G.1.5 Compare access to democratic rights and freedoms of various 
indigenous, religious, racial, gender, ability and identity groups in North 
Carolina and the nation.

8.C&G.2.1 Summarize the strategies and societal reforms used to address 
discrimination and oppression in North Carolina and the nation.

8.C&G.2.2 Assess the effectiveness of reforms in terms of the impact on individuals, 
policies, and institutions in North Carolina and the nation.

8.E.1.1 Explain how economic growth and decline have positively and negatively 
impacted individuals, groups, communities, and businesses in North Carolina 
and the nation.

8.E.1.2 Explain how industry and trade impact the economy and people of North 
Carolina and the nation.

8.G.1.2 Explain how location, resources, and human geography have influenced the 
development of North Carolina and the nation.

8.G.1.3 Explain how location and human geography have presented opportunities 
and challenges for the movement of people, goods, and ideas in North 
Carolina and the nation.

8.H.1.1 Explain the causes and effects of conflict in North Carolina and the nation.
8.H.1.2 Summarize how debate, negotiation, compromise, and cooperation have 

been used in the history of North Carolina and the nation.
8.H.1.3 Explain how slavery, segregation, voter suppression, reconcentration, and 

other discriminatory practices have been used to suppress and exploit certain 
groups within North Carolina and the nation over time.

8.H.1.4 Explain how recovery, resistance, and resilience to inequities, injustices, 
discrimination, prejudice and bias have shaped the history of North Carolina 
and the nation.

8.H.2.2 Explain the influences of individuals and groups during times of innovation 
and change in North Carolina and the nation.



Week 13: What caused the Civil War? Can words lead to war?

Student Activities: Teacher-led Activities:
● Uncle Tom’s Cabin C3 Inquiry -- 

omitting SQ 1.

Week 14: What was the Civil War?
Supporting Questions:
● Why did the South secede?
● Why did both sides feel they would win?
● Why was the North victorious in war?
● How did the South respond to the results of the war?

Student Activities:
Gettysburg Address

Teacher-led Activities:
● The Lowry Band

Unit 4: Civil War & Reconstruction
Weeks 13-16 (4 weeks)

Instructional Plan:

https://c3teachers.org/inquiries/utc/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ky0paD17w1PHs4DmzPXH9oEdDzS0qb6N8pmreqq-TXc/edit?usp=sharing
http://ncsite.dhba.com/stories/events/Lowry_Band?fbclid=IwAR1V0c7v8EoBLc4y3VD0RRejq52eIrhjr_5LsV5Ag765YL7NVll6yTiam1U


Week 15: Is Freedom free?

Student Activities:
Learning Plan 8.4 (Teacher Edition)

Teacher-led Activities:
● LP8.5b is derived from the US 

History Module, “Freedom.”
● Battle of Maxton Field

Week 16: Was Reconstruction successful?
Supporting Questions:
● Why were the men of the Pea Island lifesaving station honored as heroes 100 years 

later?
● Why did Reconstruction end?
● Should African- Americans have more strongly resisted the government’s decision to 

abandon the drive for equality?

Student Activities: 
SQ8.5c1 Sources
SQ8.5c1 Graphic Organizer
SQ8.5c1 Formative Task

Teacher-led Activities:
● SQ8.5c1 Teacher Instructions

Unit 4: Civil War & Reconstruction
Weeks 13-16 (4 weeks)

Instructional Plan:

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GTs3mjMQVeY36-yhbpYRmXQKlTRamHilCYm1Rj3qWrM/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12ZdDFno6AflPsbeHlEQ90YcJ6DVOlB3V/view?usp=sharing
http://ncsite.dhba.com/stories/events/Battle_of_Maxton_Field
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sYxWeP6W4GAkomZKsj9WSB32H5HZ6O0Z84Ri7v58dpM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Fp6BvN9nz7SBNXyd7Y_5L0ZQHMbKIMND1udrJUZIQbg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1aO5CmUSy5WUqKrnaa9GV7GOTQtIidCFA8URe9O8PxMA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GRosZaL6ZB53vmn8ec9VJQV8-7cCZGREcw2d0dH6FGg/edit?usp=sharing


Suggested topics:
● Sectionalism 
● Events Leading to the Civil War

○ Election of Abraham Lincoln
○ Harriet Beecher Stowe “Uncle Tom’s Cabin
○ Dred Scott Case
○ Secession

● War
○ Advantages and Disadvantages 
○ Start, Climax, Ending 
○ Outcome (Cause and Effect)
○ Impact on the homefront

● Reconstruction
○ Plans for Reconstruction
○ Assassination of Lincoln and effects
○ Rights for African Americans 
○ Legislation and Racism 
○ Economic Structure of the South

Resources:

●

Unit 4: Civil War & Reconstruction
Weeks 13-16 (4 weeks)

I Can Statements:

I can evaluate historical evidence to make a judgement about the 

justifications for American expansion. 

I can evaluate historical evidence to make a judgement about the 

success of African American attempts to resist slavery.

I can evaluate historical evidence to make a judgement about the 

success of African American attempts to resist slavery.



Unit 5: Industrialization and Immigration
Weeks 17-18 (2 weeks)

NCES Objectives:
8.B.1.1 Determine how the relationship between different regional, social, ethnic, 

and racial groups have contributed to the development of North Carolina and 
the nation.

8.B.1.2 Explain how cultural values, practices and the interactions of various 
indigenous, religious, and racial groups have influenced the development of 
North Carolina and the nation.

8.C&G.2.2 Assess the effectiveness of reforms in terms of the impact on individuals, 
policies, and institutions in North Carolina and the nation.

8.E.1.1 Explain how economic growth and decline have positively and negatively 
impacted individuals, groups, communities, and businesses in North Carolina 
and the nation.

8.E.1.2 Explain how industry and trade impact the economy and people of North 
Carolina and the nation.

8.E.1.3 Distinguish the role women, indingenious groups, and racial minorities have 
played in contributing to the economic prosperity of North Carolina in terms of 
equity, equality, and mobility.

8.G.1.2 Explain how location, resources, and human geography have influenced the 
development of North Carolina and the nation.

8.G.1.3 Explain how location and human geography have presented opportunities 
and challenges for the movement of people, goods, and ideas in North 
Carolina and the nation.

8.G.1.4 Explain the reasons for and effects of forced and voluntary migration on 
various groups in North Carolina and the nation.

8.G.1.5 Explain how geographic expansion has impacted the development of North 
Carolina and the nation.

8.H.1.2 Summarize how debate, negotiation, compromise, and cooperation have 
been used in the history of North Carolina and the nation.

8.H.1.4 Explain how recovery, resistance, and resilience to inequities, injustices, 
discrimination, prejudice and bias have shaped the history of North Carolina 
and the nation.

8.H.2.1 Explain how innovation and technology have contributed to change in North 
Carolina and the nation.

8.H.2.2 Explain the influences of individuals and groups during times of innovation 
and change in North Carolina and the nation.

8.H.2.3 Explain how the experiences and achievements of women, minorities, 
indigenous, and marginalized groups have contributed to the development of 
North Carolina and the nation over time.



Week 17: Is greed good?

Student Activities:
Learning Plan 8.5a (Teacher Edition)

Teacher-led Activities:
●

Week 18: Is America the “Promised Land” for both groups within the United State and  
the world’s immigrants? 
Supporting Questions:
● Was the “Wilmington Race Riot” a riot or a massacre?

Student Activities: 
Immigration Pamphlet
Learning Plan 8.5b (Teacher Edition)
SQ8.5b4 Sources
SQ8.5b4 Graphic Organizer
SQ8.5b4 Formative Task

Teacher-led Activities:
● Promised Land C3 Inquiry.
● SQ8.5b4 Teacher Instructions

Unit 5: Industrialization and Immigration
Weeks 17-18 (2 weeks)

Instructional Plan:

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wzHMAsJUy4X-JruSmjoJTXLhxq_lQY4W4Kw4ScfPzMg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16YCvk6_TJRQJVcNOE8o_gUaXhsBbNzfqYDN_w5aqgoU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Dl5fVVdPcdqnQhuxxNj-rFSeZddrm45GLalOjVM_24Y/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YskeFruAKm1lLP5Z-GreG_btfDLMSOJFfJZzUFsoxj4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DQ3nJC2vbF5Kc4KOnlyxo7YF_Mt4JvpNUy0mz2grr1E/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RAnOqdewn1ru_PCth5jtYiL3s0XuU7ekTJh8ZEFwcOc/edit?usp=sharing
https://c3teachers.org/inquiries/promised-land/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1cjInnWNQteW1kpj2IpUHc_AR9vwR3RfPO8fBFmP_enY/edit?usp=sharing


Suggested topics:
● Technological Improvements and Innovation

○ Communication
○ Transportation
○ Industry

● Impacts of Industrialization
○ Advancement change the labor needs
○ Industrialization created opportunities for advancements for African Americans
○ Impacts on quality of life
○ Immigration
○ Challenges immigrants face
○ Influence of Immigrants on the US and NC
○ Economic growth and its impact

● Shifting opportunities for minority groups
○ Growth of Black communities
○ Jim Crow
○ Resistance (Green Books, etc.)

Resources:
●

Unit 5: Industrialization and Immigration
Weeks 17-18 (2 weeks)

I Can Statements:

I can back my opinion of the Gilded Age with evidence from 
primary sources and financial data. 

I can apply what I have learned about immigration to understand 
the modern debate around immigration policy.

I can evaluate historical evidence to make a judgement about the 
best way to identify the Wilmington Race Riot.



Unit 6: World War I and the Great Depression
Weeks 19-20 (2 weeks)

NCES Objectives:

8.B.1.1 Determine how the relationship between different regional, social, ethnic, 
and racial groups have contributed to the development of North Carolina and 
the nation.

8.B.1.2 Explain how cultural values, practices and the interactions of various 
indigenous, religious, and racial groups have influenced the development of 
North Carolina and the nation.

8.C&G.1.2 Compare how decisions of state and local government conform and 
conflict with the democratic ideals of the nation.

8.C&G.1.3 Critique the policies, laws, and government structures of North Carolina 
and the nation in terms of conforming to or conflicting with American 
democratic ideals.

8.C&G.1.4 Compare different perspectives on the role of state, national, and tribal 
governments.

8.C&G.1.5 Compare access to democratic rights and freedoms of various 
indigenous, religious, racial, gender, ability and identity groups in North 
Carolina and the nation.

8.C&G.2.1 Summarize the strategies and societal reforms used to address 
discrimination and oppression in North Carolina and the nation.

8.C&G.2.2 Assess the effectiveness of reforms in terms of the impact on individuals, 
policies, and institutions in North Carolina and the nation.

8.E.1.1 Explain how economic growth and decline have positively and negatively 
impacted individuals, groups, communities, and businesses in North Carolina 
and the nation.

8.E.1.2 Explain how industry and trade impact the economy and people of North 
Carolina and the nation.

8.E.1.3 Distinguish the role women, indingenious groups, and racial minorities have 
played in contributing to the economic prosperity of North Carolina in terms of 
equity, equality, and mobility.

8.E.1.4 Exemplify ways personal financial decision making influences the economy.
8.G.1.2 Explain how location, resources, and human geography have influenced the 

development of North Carolina and the nation.
8.G.1.4 Explain the reasons for and effects of forced and voluntary migration on 

various groups in North Carolina and the nation.



8.H.1.1 Explain the causes and effects of conflict in North Carolina and the nation.
8.H.1.2 Summarize how debate, negotiation, compromise, and cooperation have 

been used in the history of North Carolina and the nation.
8.H.1.3 Explain how slavery, segregation, voter suppression, reconcentration, and 

other discriminatory practices have been used to suppress and exploit certain 
groups within North Carolina and the nation over time.

8.H.1.4 Explain how recovery, resistance, and resilience to inequities, injustices, 
discrimination, prejudice and bias have shaped the history of North Carolina 
and the nation.

8.H.2.1 Explain how innovation and technology have contributed to change in North 
Carolina and the nation.

8.H.2.2 Explain the influences of individuals and groups during times of innovation 
and change in North Carolina and the nation.

8.H.2.3 Explain how the experiences and achievements of women, minorities, 
indigenous, and marginalized groups have contributed to the development of 
North Carolina and the nation over time.

Unit 6: World War I and the Great Depression
Weeks 19-20 (2 weeks)



Week 19: Was it possible for the US to maintain neutrality in World War I?
Supporting Questions:
● What caused many African Americans to leave the South and move to the North in the 

early 1900s?

Student Activities:
SQ8.6a1 Sources
SQ8.6a1 Graphic Organizer
SQ8.6a1 Formative Task
Wilson’s War Message

Teacher-led Activities:
● SQ8.6a1 Teacher Instructions

Week 20: Was the New Deal a good deal?

Student Activities: 
Outlining the New Deal
Learning Plan 8.6b (Teacher Edition)

Teacher-led Activities:
● LP8.6 is derived from the New Deal 

C3 Inquiry

Unit 6: World War I and the Great Depression
Weeks 19-20 (2 weeks)

I Can Statements:

I can argue for and against US neutrality in WWI using historical 

evidence to support my opinion.

I can draw conclusions about African American migration in the 

early 20th century using primary sources.

I can construct an argument by evaluating and using  evidence from 

multiple sources in order to answer “Was the New Deal a Good 

Deal”?

Instructional Plan:

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IuFx3oYltzDv5fM6NzleWWuaMnccTDslHDkEQ5GC-M8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IaE8p5hF78yUGkwr-ngPMcMRICmdKvWMvv7yJpN6VZ4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YTKw1VZ8cQMMYJ_IlLni2yuAHLcfQUQOYDNwjRMdBdc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1FhTfYaFUNjK6tjODtzM82q_J-byEijQoWNLLPJ6o1Pw/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ICtLov8a2kLE0sNxWSgIQxHdXWoaunTU_lG-jr-S_WA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lirM7UU-W7UMXG3bXZLmlYH8dbvDIPT3cwxefsn4Fck/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QFL_-Nh4BB2NLZZVF_EG1Qv97lDeDRFUbronWBTua5k/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ySBDEWUihlVwUxCcm67GK-b5AbbdYOPhvy3z99f3_Bc/edit?usp=sharing


Suggested topics:
● Isolationism and Neutrality 
● Espionage and Sedition Acts
● U.S. Joins WWI

○ German unrestricted submarine warfare
○ Zimmerman Telegram

● Homefront during WWI
○ War Bonds
○ Mobilizing the military
○ Women and African Americans join the workforce
○ Conservation efforts
○ Propaganda

● Harlem Hellfighters
● Red Cross, U.S. Army Nurse Corps., Navy Nurse Corps, and “Hello Girls”
● Wilson’s 14 Points vs Treaty of Versailles
● The Great Migration
● Roaring Twenties

○ Traditional vs Modern Values
○ Prohibition
○ Flappers
○ Harlem Renaissance 
○ Red Scare
○ Scopes Trial
○ Palmer Raids
○ Sacco and Vanzetti 

● Causes of The Great Depression
○ Stock Market Crash
○ Bank Runs
○ Smoot and Hawley Tariff

● Social Effects
○ Hoovervilles
○ Hoboes

● The Dust Bowl
● FDR and New Deal Agencies

Resources:
●

Unit 6: World War I and the Great Depression
Weeks 19-20 (2 weeks)



Unit 7: World War II
Weeks 21-23 (3 weeks)

NCES Objectives:
8.B.1.1 Determine how the relationship between different regional, social, ethnic, 

and racial groups have contributed to the development of North Carolina and 
the nation.

8.C&G.1.2 Compare how decisions of state and local government conform and 
conflict with the democratic ideals of the nation.

8.C&G.1.3 Critique the policies, laws, and government structures of North Carolina 
and the nation in terms of conforming to or conflicting with American 
democratic ideals.

8.C&G.1.5 Compare access to democratic rights and freedoms of various 
indigenous, religious, racial, gender, ability and identity groups in North 
Carolina and the nation.

8.E.1.2 Explain how industry and trade impact the economy and people of North 
Carolina and the nation.

8.E.1.3 Distinguish the role women, indingenious groups, and racial minorities have 
played in contributing to the economic prosperity of North Carolina in terms of 
equity, equality, and mobility.

8.E.1.4 Exemplify ways personal financial decision making influences the economy.
8.G.1.2 Explain how location, resources, and human geography have influenced the 

development of North Carolina and the nation.
8.G.1.4 Explain the reasons for and effects of forced and voluntary migration on 

various groups in North Carolina and the nation.
8.H.1.1 Explain the causes and effects of conflict in North Carolina and the nation.
8.H.1.2 Summarize how debate, negotiation, compromise, and cooperation have 

been used in the history of North Carolina and the nation.
8.H.2.1 Explain how innovation and technology have contributed to change in North 

Carolina and the nation.
8.H.2.2 Explain the influences of individuals and groups during times of innovation 

and change in North Carolina and the nation.
8.H.2.3 Explain how the experiences and achievements of women, minorities, 

indigenous, and marginalized groups have contributed to the development of 
North Carolina and the nation over time.



Week 21: What role should the US play in world diplomacy?
Supporting Questions:
● How did unequal pay for African American women lead to labor strikes at RJ Reynolds 

in Winston Salem?

Student Activities:
● SQ8.7a1 Sources
● SQ8.7a1 Graphic Organizer

“Day of Infamy” Speech

Teacher-led Activities:
● SQ8.7a1 Teacher Instructions

Week 22: Should freedom be sacrificed in the name of national security?

Student Activities: 
Learning Plan 8.7 (Teacher Edition)

Teacher-led Activities:
● Japanese American Internment C3 

Inquiry

Week 23:  Was World War II a victory for democracy?

Student Activities: Teacher-led Activities:
●

Unit 7: World War II
Weeks 21-23 (3 weeks)

Instructional Plan:

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1glR2Q6CQ3u5KmCFK_TrewY_7N02hDcPef7OBfuIBRI8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DKVWOdd9f6lbozJLcacXIlEA_EJW84rkzSE22haQ24M/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_k13FwWfi_pr6gvA10Kx0LUNSevoWSlql7FPFbakkF0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iYe8pPZEZP5uBoDHQsDNJEfzijMcy88Qq9dPaWX5nxE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1epiFC_jCfJwJ16T2am4aNFkdeq-89759wWjBjfD_dHo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1oxabuMRJJpuwieRobVyxbO_GFwMj_qkUb_7llLuF4UY/edit?usp=sharing


I Can Statements:

I can use evidence to make an argument about US foreign policy prior to 
World War II.

I can draw conclusions about the causes of labor strikes using primary 
sources.

I can construct an argument in response to the question “Should 
freedom be sacrificed in the name of national security?” by evaluating 
and using  evidence from multiple sources.

I can identify the central idea of a primary source.

Unit 7: World War II
Weeks 21-23 (3 weeks)



Suggested topics:
● American Neutrality
● Lend-Lease Act
● Atlantic Charter 
● Pearl Harbor

○ Infamy Speech
● Bataan Death March
● WWII Homefront

○ Investment
○ Production
○ Conservation
○ Propaganda
○ Mobilizing the military  

● Japanese Internment Camps
○ 442nd Nisei Regiment 

● Allied Invasion in the European Theater
○ D-Day
○ Battles
○ End of the War

● War in the Pacific 
○ Philippines
○ Island hopping
○ Kamikazes
○ Battles
○ Manhattan Project
○ Atomic Bombs

● The Holocaust 
○ Liberation

● WACS, WASP, and WAVE
● Tuskegee Airmen
● Navajo Code Talkers

Resources:
●

Unit 7: World War II
Weeks 21-23 (3 weeks)



Unit 8: Cold War
Weeks 24-26 (3 weeks)

NCES Objectives:
8.B.1.1 Determine how the relationship between different regional, social, ethnic, 

and racial groups have contributed to the development of North Carolina and 
the nation.

8.C&G.1.1 Summarize the democratic ideals outlined in the founding documents of 
the state and national government.

8.C&G.1.2 Compare how decisions of state and local government conform and 
conflict with the democratic ideals of the nation.

8.C&G.1.3 Critique the policies, laws, and government structures of North Carolina 
and the nation in terms of conforming to or conflicting with American 
democratic ideals.

8.C&G.1.4 Compare different perspectives on the role of state, national, and tribal 
governments.

8.C&G.1.5 Compare access to democratic rights and freedoms of various 
indigenous, religious, racial, gender, ability and identity groups in North 
Carolina and the nation.

8.C&G.2.1 Summarize the strategies and societal reforms used to address 
discrimination and oppression in North Carolina and the nation.

8.C&G.2.2 Assess the effectiveness of reforms in terms of the impact on individuals, 
policies, and institutions in North Carolina and the nation.

8.E.1.1 Explain how economic growth and decline have positively and negatively 
impacted individuals, groups, communities, and businesses in North Carolina 
and the nation.

8.E.1.2 Explain how industry and trade impact the economy and people of North 
Carolina and the nation.

8.E.1.4 Exemplify ways personal financial decision making influences the economy.
8.G.1.2 Explain how location, resources, and human geography have influenced the 

development of North Carolina and the nation.
8.H.1.1 Explain the causes and effects of conflict in North Carolina and the nation.
8.H.1.2 Summarize how debate, negotiation, compromise, and cooperation have 

been used in the history of North Carolina and the nation.
8.H.2.1 Explain how innovation and technology have contributed to change in North 

Carolina and the nation.
8.H.2.2 Explain the influences of individuals and groups during times of innovation 

and change in North Carolina and the nation.
8.H.2.3 Explain how the experiences and achievements of women, minorities, 

indigenous, and marginalized groups have contributed to the development of 
North Carolina and the nation over time.



Week 24: How did the Cold War impact US society, culture, and politics?

Student Activities:
Kennedy Speech to Congress

Teacher-led Activities:
●

Week 25: Is protest patriotic?

Student Activities: 
Learning Plan 8.8 (Teacher Edition)

Teacher-led Activities:
● Learning Plan 8.8 is based on the 

Patriotism C3 Inquiry

Week 26: Who “won” the Cold War?

Student Activities: Teacher-led Activities:
●

Unit 8: Cold War
Weeks 24-26 (3 weeks)

Instructional Plan:

https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1f5TZJWj0Z9NM6PQjD1ulFZLUUNtgynHrbSwGMe2bqXY/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UGDwspYaqrEdKQdU8GgdDAYlMA8Oa1xnwqx7iZLPjjg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1r7ZZEKDu2vuqVUHttqbBSRWnvX8GCcdhj9LBhOSuXWI/edit?usp=sharing


Suggested topics:
● Iron Curtain
● Truman Doctrine 
● Marshall Plan
● Berlin Blockade and Airlift 
● NATO & Warsaw Pact
● Korean War
● McCarthyism & HUAC 
● Arms Race
● Space Race
● Bay of Pigs
● Cuban Missile Crisis 
● Vietnam War
● SALT I & II
● Fall of the Berlin Wall
● Tiananmen Square Massacre
● End of the Cold War

Resources:
●

Unit 8: Cold War
Weeks 24-26 (3 weeks)

I Can Statements:

I can evaluate historical evidence to make a judgement about the 

impact of the Cold War on US society, culture, and politics.

I can argue for and against a position on “Is protest patriotic?” 

supporting my position with evidence.



Unit 9: Civil Rights
Weeks 27-29 (3 weeks)

NCES Objectives:
8.B.1.1 Determine how the relationship between different regional, social, ethnic, 

and racial groups have contributed to the development of North Carolina and 
the nation.

8.B.1.2 Explain how cultural values, practices and the interactions of various 
indigenous, religious, and racial groups have influenced the development of 
North Carolina and the nation.

8.C&G.1.3 Critique the policies, laws, and government structures of North Carolina 
and the nation in terms of conforming to or conflicting with American 
democratic ideals.

8.C&G.1.5 Compare access to democratic rights and freedoms of various 
indigenous, religious, racial, gender, ability and identity groups in North 
Carolina and the nation.

8.C&G.2.1 Summarize the strategies and societal reforms used to address 
discrimination and oppression in North Carolina and the nation.

8.C&G.2.2 Assess the effectiveness of reforms in terms of the impact on individuals, 
policies, and institutions in North Carolina and the nation.

8.G.1.3 Explain how location and human geography have presented opportunities 
and challenges for the movement of people, goods, and ideas in North 
Carolina and the nation.

8.H.1.1 Explain the causes and effects of conflict in North Carolina and the nation.
8.H.1.2 Summarize how debate, negotiation, compromise, and cooperation have 

been used in the history of North Carolina and the nation.
8.H.1.3 Explain how slavery, segregation, voter suppression, reconcentration, and 

other discriminatory practices have been used to suppress and exploit certain 
groups within North Carolina and the nation over time.

8.H.1.4 Explain how recovery, resistance, and resilience to inequities, injustices, 
discrimination, prejudice and bias have shaped the history of North Carolina 
and the nation.

8.H.2.2 Explain the influences of individuals and groups during times of innovation 
and change in North Carolina and the nation.

8.H.2.3 Explain how the experiences and achievements of women, minorities, 
indigenous, and marginalized groups have contributed to the development of 
North Carolina and the nation over time.



Week 27: Was school desegregation successful?
Supporting Question:
What were the costs of school integration for African Americans?

Student Activities:
Civil Rights Invitation
Civil Rights Report Card

Teacher-led Activities:
● School Desegregation C3 Inquiry
● Consider the activities for Taking 

Informed Action included in the 
Inquiry.

Week 28: Did the Civil Rights Movement end racism?

Student Activities: 
“The Other America”

Teacher-led Activities:
● I Have a Dream Instructional 

Sequence

Week 29: How else were freedoms extended or limited?
Supporting Questions: 
● How did individual state laws in the South limit civil rights for African Americans?
● What other groups sought rights during the 60s and 70s?

Student Activities: Teacher-led Activities:
●

Unit 9: Civil Rights
Weeks 27-29 (3 weeks)

Instructional Plan:

https://docs.google.com/document/d/13tSXeMeR_LVXK035tAHCrD4pa3WzoUm3FZzDubPPlnk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1c4Cx5DAUwYRrhjXDmTi5rnlawVtuZp4o3k-dzbJthNc/edit?usp=sharing
https://c3teachers.org/inquiries/school-desegregation/
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1BYQbMAVPEMRVtTSv28ACT1-6Zu8x4D_HRnUit0NxAnI/edit
https://docs.google.com/presentation/u/0/d/1ETa8VX35yLPcogBK3__IJPFZhmFxCErFtAGCTTvGZJA/edit
https://docs.google.com/presentation/u/0/d/1ETa8VX35yLPcogBK3__IJPFZhmFxCErFtAGCTTvGZJA/edit


Suggested topics:
● Jim Crow laws 
● Social issues that limited rights & freedoms
● Impact of social issues in the US
● Social issues of NC
● Methods used to bring about social change
● Evaluation of the effectiveness of those methods
● Comparison to civil rights issues in contemporary US

Resources:
●

Unit 9: Civil Rights
Weeks 27-29 (3 weeks)

I Can Statements:

I can construct an argument about school desegregation  using 

specific claims and relevant evidence from historical and 

contemporary sources while acknowledging competing views.

I can form a well-reasoned argument about civil rights and 

democratic freedoms in a republic.



Unit 10: Contemporary America
Weeks 30-32 (3 weeks)

NCES Objectives:
8.B.1.1 Determine how the relationship between different regional, social, ethnic, 

and racial groups have contributed to the development of North Carolina and 
the nation.

8.B.1.2 Explain how cultural values, practices and the interactions of various 
indigenous, religious, and racial groups have influenced the development of 
North Carolina and the nation.

8.C&G.1.3 Critique the policies, laws, and government structures of North Carolina 
and the nation in terms of conforming to or conflicting with American 
democratic ideals.

8.E.1.1 Explain how economic growth and decline have positively and negatively 
impacted individuals, groups, communities, and businesses in North Carolina and 
the nation.
8.E.1.2 Explain how industry and trade impact the economy and people of North 

Carolina and the nation.
8.E.1.4 Exemplify ways personal financial decision making influences the economy.
8.G.1.2 Explain how location, resources, and human geography have influenced the 

development of North Carolina and the nation.
8.G.1.2
8.H.1.1 Explain the causes and effects of conflict in North Carolina and the nation.
8.H.1.4 Explain how recovery, resistance, and resilience to inequities, injustices, 

discrimination, prejudice and bias have shaped the history of North Carolina 
and the nation.

8.H.2.1 Explain how innovation and technology have contributed to change in North 
Carolina and the nation.

8.H.2.2 Explain the influences of individuals and groups during times of innovation 
and change in North Carolina and the nation.

8.H.2.3 Explain how the experiences and achievements of women, minorities, 
indigenous, and marginalized groups have contributed to the development of 
North Carolina and the nation over time.



Week 30: What role should the US play in world affairs?

Student Activities:
Pres. Trump’s Address to the UN

Teacher-led Activities:
●

Week 31: How has technology changed American life and culture?
Supporting Questions:
● What pieces of the American puzzle are being created by African Americans today?

Student Activities: 
Pres. Obama’s Remarks on the Economy 

● SQ8.10b1 Sources
● SQ8.10b1 Graphic Organizer
● SQ8.10b1 Formative Task

Teacher-led Activities:
● SQ8.10b1 Teacher Instructions

Week 32: How have tensions between freedom and authority shaped American 
history?

Student Activities: Teacher-led Activities:
●

Unit 10: Contemporary America
Weeks 30-32 (3 weeks)

I Can Statements:

I can evaluate historical evidence to make a judgement about the 
justifications for American expansion. 

I can evaluate historical evidence to make a judgement about the 
success of African American attempts to resist slavery.

I can evaluate historical evidence to make a judgement about the 
success of African American attempts to resist slavery.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/13RPez1Sp4D9wSZx1VH1-0719c4NYCfxYzRWyrPttLrk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/17dO54-82BfusvaUpjLHVxkb7VBgRUvRLntEw9zQDOG0/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Hhdl3WA6IAeNYsfnmu8hHB2ZouDrk9HDF4HWyNU9ZeA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XD9ew___MChwNQUZxr9h8dKtT3dKe9gDtPfHs2WKCYQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/199Ne_HYY6duGPRwhXFYr8e2r1rjsDe0wmWlOEL-8TCs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1l1LiW2IGurGV6a4fAC0HyR4M4MWBrRhn7GNAm729y5M/edit?usp=sharing


Suggested topics:
● Terrorism

○ “9/11”
○ World Trade Center
○ Al-Qaida
○ Taliban
○ Osama Bin Laden 
○ Islamic Extremist 
○ Homeland Security 
○ Patriot Act
○ Foreign vs Domestic 
○ No Fly List

● Globalization
○ NAFTA
○ Outsourcing
○ G8 Summit

● Environmental Issues
○ Global Warming 

● Technology- Cost and Benefits
○ Social media

■ Facebook 
■ Twitter
■ Tiktok
■ Instagram
■ Webex
■ Zoom

● Personal Financial Issues
● Post Covid-19

Resources:
●

Unit 10: Contemporary America
Weeks 30-32 (3 weeks)



Year-end Assessment
For an Inquiry-based course, multiple choice tests are of limited 

usefulness in assessing standards mastery. Teachers are encouraged 

to develop open-ended performance assessments, whether written 

exams or other creative demonstrations of learning. Suggested 

questions that capture the broad scope of the content from this 

curriculum are provided below.

Strand Objective Suggested Assessment Question

Behavioral Science How have different groups contributed to the 
development of North Carolina?

Civics & Government How well has North Carolina upheld the 
democratic ideals of America?

What’s the best way to achieve reform?

Economics What causes economic growth?

Geography Why have people entered and left North 
Carolina?

History How has conflict and compromise shaped North 
Carolina history?

How has innovation changed North Carolina?



Use the links below to access additional information and resources.

Social Studies Resources

DOCUMENT TITLE & LINK DESCRIPTION

ANCHOR A North Carolina 
History Online Resource

Formerly known as NCPedia, this is an online history of 
North Carolina, maintained by the NC State Library.

C3 Teachers The source for all Inquiry Design Material supports, 
including a growing database of Inquiries

CarolinaK12 A database of 8th grade Social Studies lessons and 
resources.

GoOpenNC A database of 8th grade Social Studies lessons and 
resources

Eighth Grade Digital Resource A CCS copy of a DPI-created resource of questions and 
sources for developing Inquiries

UC-Berkeley History-Social 

Science Project

Lessons developed for California state Social Studies 
standards, but with strong connections to the Inquiry skills 
of our North Carolina standards.

Mission US A series of interactive games that teach specific issues in 
US history. Content is created by a New York PBS station 
and is both high quality and free.

EVERFI A free source for online courses in economics, financial 
literacy, and cultural literacy.

Google My Maps A great tool for students to build content-rich geographic 
representations of information. (Link connects to a 
GoOpen lesson for setting up and using MyMaps)

Writing Alignment “Flow Chart” for helping students find and use 
evidence from sources to create arguments.

https://www.ncpedia.org/anchor/anchor
https://www.ncpedia.org/anchor/anchor
https://c3teachers.org/
https://k12database.unc.edu/lesson/?s=&course=8th-grade-social-studies
https://goopennc.oercommons.org/browse?batch_start=120&f.general_subject=social-studies&f.grade=6&f.nces_alignment_standard=9
https://cumberlandcanvas.instructure.com/courses/81/pages/8th-grade-digital-resource-home-page
https://ucbhssp.berkeley.edu/teacher-resources?field_grade_value%5B0%5D=8th
https://ucbhssp.berkeley.edu/teacher-resources?field_grade_value%5B0%5D=8th
https://www.mission-us.org/
https://goopennc.oercommons.org/authoring/2160-google-my-maps-directions-for-creating-maps
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1SdINtLk6hUTUV4uvFPeg1WKXtogpYyEWGWj_cWRWlkM/edit?usp=sharing

